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THE PEACE COORDINATION POTSDAM 
 

c/o Dr. habil. Frank Baier 
Gerhart-Hauptmann-Str. 16 

OT Bergholz-Rehbrücke 
D – 14558 Nuthetal 

Germany 
Phone and fax: 49-33200-85026 

Mail: info@friedenskoordination-potsdam.de 
Web: www.friedenskoordination-potsdam.de/ 

 
 
To the President of the United States 
Mr. Barack H. Obama 
 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
The United States of America 
 

Potsdam, October 29th, 2009 
 
 
 
Dear Mr. Obama! 
 
We, the Peace Coordination Potsdam, want to appeal to you from Potsdam. This year, the Nobel Committee 
honored you with the Nobel Peace Prize. We would like to congratulate you to this great honour. 
 
During the past months of your presidency you have been entering a new pathway for the United States 
concerning the social questions as well as the questions of peace and war. Your idea of a general abolition of 
nuclear weapons is a cornerstone on the course of the prevention of an atomic catastrophe on Earth. From all our 
heart we support your objective. 
 
But we believe that mankind at the present should take important steps on a much longer way with the final aim 
of the ultimate banishment of the war from Earth. 
 
This belief is a major cause of our appeal from Potsdam – a city, which was involved in the questions of peace 
and war in a great measure in the past. Potsdam has been the center of Prussian Militarism for hundreds of years. 
This militarism was significantly responsible for the outbreak of World War I in 1914. Less than 20 years later, it 
was the Garrison-Church where Adolf Hitler was chosen as the chancellor of the Reich in 1933. This was the 
starting point of the time of the fascist barbarity in our country which led to the Armageddon of World War II. 
 
After the victory of the Anti-Hitler-Coalition over Nazi-Germany in 1945, the Potsdam Conference took place in 
summer 1945. There, the Potsdam Agreement was confirmed. According to this agreement, Germany should 
never be able to pose a threat to the peace in the world. At the same time the nuclear bombs felt on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. 
 
After World War II the United States supported the creation of peace constitution in Japan. In the article 9 of this 
constitution it is said: “Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the 
Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as 
means of settling international disputes.” and “The right of belligerency of the state will not be 
recognized.” 
 
Finally at October 24th of 1945 the Charta of the United Nations came into force in San Francisco. In the 
preamble of this Charta it is said: “We the people of the United Nations determined to save succeeding 
generations from the scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime brought sorrow to mankind …” 
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Despite the appalling experiences, mankind has not been able to succeed in averting further wars. Quite the 
opposite: During the last decades wars turned out to be the normality in the whole world. 
 
We think that the reason for this were the political power ambitions and deep rooted social injustices. 
Consequently, they led to societal tensions and even to hunger of billions of human beings. 
 
These facts lead us to the following conclusions: 
 

1. The wars will not end if the social problems are not solved. 
2. But the wars – no matter with which legitimacy – cannot resolve the social problems. 

 
Great efforts and time will be needed to solve the social problems. We think the end of all present wars could be 
the only way to prevent a further self-destruction of the human civilization. 
 
As the US-American astronomer Carl Sagan says in his book “Cosmos”: 
 
“National boundaries are not evident when we view the Earth from space. Fanatical ethnic or religious or 
national chauvinisms are a little difficult to maintain when we see our planet as a fragile blue crescent 
fading to become an inconspicuous point of light against the bastion and citadel of the stars […] 
There are worlds on which life has never arisen. There are worlds that have been charred and ruined by 
cosmic catastrophes. We are fortune: we are alive; we are powerful; the welfare of our civilization and our 
species is in our hands. If we do not speak for Earth, who will? If we are not committed to our own 
survival, who will be?” 
 
We ask you to speak for our planet in cooperation with us. In doing so we must place symbolic light that should 
show the way to the far aim. 
 
We think the situation in Afghanistan could be such a symbol. If it could be possible to change the disastrous 
situation in this country to the better, if it is possible to blow out this fire of war, then there could be new hope. 
Then there could be a chance for the final goal: An Earth without wars. 
 
This is our concern, especially since the Headquarter of the German Army for foreign military engagement of 
the NATO armed forces is located here in Potsdam. 
 
Certainly, nobody could reach this aim with additional weapons and additional soldiers – neither in Afghanistan 
nor elsewhere. The violence will generate further violence. There is only one possibility to install a peaceful 
coexistence of human beings with all kinds of religion, societal ideas and aims. Although this way is extremely 
difficult, it is the only way to peaceful communication. 
 
We, the Peace Coordination Potsdam, appeal to you to follow this path. The end of the war in Afghanistan would 
be such a symbolic light and provide a peaceful living on our planet. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dr. habil. Frank Baier 
 


